
 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
December 9, 2024  
 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,  

         Treasurer; Jason Ackerman, Trustee; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager; Tony Riegel, Zoning/Building Administrator  
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer Eisenhart. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation Statements for 
November 2024.  No action was taken.  
 
Berrien County Road Department was present, and changes to the road projects for the next few 
years was discussed.  A new list will be sent to the Township for approval. 
 
Motion by Basselman to adjourn the meeting at 3:45 pm.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman, Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 
 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees                            
Regular Board Meeting December 9, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular December 9, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael    
                             Eisenhart, Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 

Motion by Marsh to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Ackerman to approve the November 11, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting 
and Regular Board minutes as presented. Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for November 2024 showing a total fund balance of 
$2,224,838.17.  Motion by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the payment of bills for November 2024 totaling 
$137,401.29, tax disbursements totaling $28,724.54 and payroll totaling $56,123.44.  
Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: Sign ordinance was reviewed.  No action was taken. 
 
Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 



 

 

Sheriff’s Report: October report presented at the meeting.  No action was taken.   
 
 
Old Business: None 
 
 
New Business: 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the 2025 Meeting Dates for the Township Board and 
Planning Commission as presented.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the 2025 Holiday Schedule as presented.  Seconded by 
Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
The Road Department was present at the 2:00 meeting and changes to the Three Year Local 
Road Project Summary were discussed.  A new summary will be submitted for next month’s 
meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the following board appointments: 
 
Planning Commission: 3-year term: Brian Lieberg and Andrew Sarola 
        4-year term (Board Rep.): Jay Ackerman 
Board of Review: 2-year term: Ed Kretchman, Don Kretchman and Walt Ittermann 
ZBA: 4-year term (Board Rep.): Julie Marsh 
 
Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Business From Audience: Resident inquiring about ordinance violation posting. 
 
Items not on Agenda: Approval of Fire Officers.  The Fire Board recommends the approval of 
the following Fire Officers for 2025: 
 
Jim Jonatzke: Chief 
Leo Rodriguez: Assistant Chief 



 

 

Zac Bernard: Captain 
Billie Boyd and Ethan Duffel: Lieutenants 
Secretary: Billie French 
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the 2025 Fire Officers as presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting.  
 
Fire Board stated that there is a new trial trainee. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Eisenhart at 7:21 PM.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
November 11, 2024  
 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,  

         Treasurer; Jason Ackerman, Trustee; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer Eisenhart. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation Statements for October 
2024.  No action was taken.  
 
 
Motion by Basselman to compensate Tony Riegel’s business for his role as the general contractor in 
the building of the addition.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman, Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Basselman to adjourn the meeting at 3:04 pm.  Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman, Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 
 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees                            
Regular Board Meeting November 11, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular November 11, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael    
                             Eisenhart, Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 

Motion by Marsh to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the October 14, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting and 
Regular Board minutes as presented. Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for October 2024 showing a total fund balance of 
$2,066,859.38.  Motion by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the payment of bills for October 2024 totaling 
$228,102.72, tax disbursements totaling $1,070,685.21 and payroll totaling $37,833.92.  
Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: Sign ordinance was reviewed.  No action was taken. 
 
Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 



 

 

Sheriff’s Report: September report presented at the meeting.  No action was taken.   
 
 
Old Business: None 
 
 
New Business: 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the School Summer Tax agreements with Berrien 
Springs, Lakeshore, St. Joseph, LMC and Berrien Resa as presented.  Seconded by 
Ackerman.  Roll call was taken. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Bernard to approve the Budget Amendments as presented.  Seconded by 
Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Business From Audience: Residents inquiring about ordinance violation posting. 
 
Items not on Agenda: None 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting.  
 
Fire Board stated that a fund raiser for fire fighter Todd Burchett will take place at Mark III 
Wednesday November 20th.   
 
Motion to adjourn by Marsh at 7:21 PM.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
October 14, 2024  
 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,  

         Treasurer; Jason Ackerman, Trustee; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer Eisenhart. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation Statements for 
September 2024.  No action was taken.  
 
 
 
Motion by Basselman to adjourn the meeting at 3:09 pm.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman, Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 
 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees                            
Regular Board Meeting October 14, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular October 14, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees was 
called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael    
                             Eisenhart, Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 

Motion by Eisenhart to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Ackerman to approve the September 9, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting 
and the Regular Board minutes as presented. Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for September 2024 showing a total fund balance of 
$2,276,698.16.  Motion by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Bernard to approve the payment of bills for September 2024 totaling 
$151,291.60, tax disbursements totaling $5,600,660.05 and payroll totaling $37,617.72.  
Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: Sign ordinance was reviewed.  No action was taken. 
 
Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 



 

 

Sheriff’s Report: August report presented at the meeting.  No action was taken.   
 
 
Old Business: None 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Alex Schaeffer from Kruggel Lawton CPA was in attendance to present the Royalton Township 
Financial Report for the period ending March 31, 2024.  The Township is in good financial 
standing.  No action was taken. 

 
 
Tilly presented a draft of a fireworks ordinance.  A public hearing will be set for November.  No 
action was taken. 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the proposal from Wightman for design engineering 
services for proposed water main extension once a check from a developer is received. 
This proposal is to design and permit approximately 1,300 feet of 12” water main along 
Dickinson Road from Mandiberry Lane to M-139.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
Business From Audience: None 
 
Items not on Agenda: Halloween Trick or Treating hours discussed.   
Motion by Bernard to set the Halloween Trick or Treating hours for 6 – 7:30 pm for the 
night of October 31, 2024.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting.  
 
Motion to adjourn by Eisenhart at 7:39 PM.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
September 9, 2024  
 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,    
                              Treasurer; Jason Ackerman, Trustee; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer Eisenhart. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation Statements for August 
2024.  No action was taken.  
 
 
 
Motion by Basselman to adjourn the meeting at 3:12 pm.  Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, Ackerman, Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 
 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees                            
Regular Board Meeting September 9, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular September 9, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael    
                             Eisenhart, Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 

Motion by Eisenhart to approve the agenda as amended: Remove Item #3 and half of Item 
#4.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the August 12, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting and the 
Regular Board minutes as presented. Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for August 2024 showing a total fund balance of 
$2,231,624.75.  Motion by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Bernard to approve the payment of bills for August 2024 totaling $236,064.42, 
tax disbursements totaling $967,414.64 and payroll totaling $42,915.46.  Seconded by 
Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: No action was taken. 
 



 

 

Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Sheriff’s Report: July report presented at the meeting.  No action was taken.   
 
 
Old Business: None 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Tilly presented the application from Dan and Mary Stockman to the Berrien County Purchase of 
Development Rights Program.  The Planning Commission approved it at their last meeting. 

Motion by Eisenhart to approve the Berrien County Purchase of Development Rights 
Program application from Dan and Mary Stockman for Parcel ID #11-17-0019-0009-02-6 
which is 17.5 acres on Scottdale Rd.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented the application from Allyn Cooper to the Berrien County Purchase of 
Development Rights Program.  The Planning Commission approved it at their last meeting. 

Motion by Bernard to approval the Berrien County Purchase of Development Rights 
Program application from Allyn Cooper for 40 acres at 6419 Eidson (Parcel ID # 11-17-
0029-0008-03-0) and 40 acres at 1392 Rocky Weed (Parcel ID # 11-17-0032-0012-00-8) 
Berrien Springs, MI 49085.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the purchase of a Boss TGS 600 salt spreader for no 
more than $2,803.00 from Mike & Son, LLC.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 

Business From Audience: None 
 
Items not on Agenda: None  
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting. 
 



 

 

Basselman (Fireboard) stated that some officers will be participating in the 9/11 Stair Climb at 
St. Joseph High School.  The department will take a truck, they will also take a truck to the 
Grace Lutheran car show and a Lakeshore Hight School football game.  
 
Motion to adjourn by Eisenhart at 7:24 PM.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
August 12, 2024  
 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Michael Eisenhart,Treasurer; Jason Ackerman,    

       Trustee; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent: Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager; Tony Riegel, Building and Zoning Ordinance Official 
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer Eisenhart. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation Statements for July 
2024.  No action was taken.  
 
 
Petition by Royalton Township resident with wording to be placed on the November ballot was 
submitted, and signatures were verified by the Clerk.   
Motion by Eisenhart to certify that the petition was passed with enough valid signatures to be placed 
on the November ballot as submitted.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, Ackerman, Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
 
Motion by Basselman to adjourn the meeting at 3:20 pm.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, Ackerman, Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 
 



Royalton Township Board of Trustees                            
Regular Board Meeting August 12, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular August 12, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees was 
called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael    
                             Eisenhart, Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager, Tony Riegel, Building and Zoning     
                          Ordinance Official 
 

Motion by Ackerman to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the July 8, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting and the 
Regular Board minutes as presented. Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for July 2024 showing a total fund balance of 
$2,052,953.39.  Motion by Marsh to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Bernard to approve the payment of bills for July 2024 totaling $126,089.03, tax 
dispersements totaling $473,838.07 and payroll totaling $38,731.79.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: Waiting on sign ordinance draft to review.  No action was taken. 
 



Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Sheriff’s Report: No report submitted.  No action was taken.   
 
 
Old Business: None 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Riegel asked that the board approve a date change for the November Planning Commission 
meeting from Monday November 4th to Wednesday November 6th so that the meeting room can 
be set up for the election on November 5th.      
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the November Planning Commission date change to 
Wednesday November 6th.  Seconded by Bernard.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented a request from the Township Assessor to purchase the Berrien County 
Eagleview Connect Explorer Program to assist with her assessing duties. 
Motion by Eisenhart to approval the purchase of the Berrien County Eagleview Connect 
Explorer Program for $1,000.00/yr. for 6-years.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the purchase of a 2021 Silverado for $28,387.00 from 
LeValley.  Seconded by Bernard.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented the GIS Sewer Leads Sheets from Wightman.  Tilly stated that the sewer 
maintenance and building department would benefit from this program that would transfer the 
Royalton sewer lead sheet data into GIS to make searching for lead information by property 
easier. 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the purchase of the Wightman Sewer Lead Sheet GIS 
program for $13,700.00.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 



Business From Audience: Ponds residents were in attendance and discussed EGLE and tree 
removals from their ponds. 
 
Items not on Agenda: None  
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting. 
 
Eisenhart (WSJOB) one settling tank is operational. 
 
Basselman (Fireboard) stated that the department has a new trial trainee.  
 
Tilly (Water Authority) only paid bills. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Bernard at 7:2 PM.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
July 8, 2024  
 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; 
                               Michael Eisenhart,Treasurer; Jason Ackerman, Trustee; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager; Tony Riegel, Building and Zoning Ordinance Official 
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer Eisenhart. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation Statements for June 
2024.  No action was taken.  
 
 
Motion by Basselman to adjourn the meeting at 3:07 pm.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman, Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 
 



Royalton Township Board of Trustees                            
Regular Board Meeting July 8, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular June 10, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees was 
called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael    
                             Eisenhart, Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager, Tony Riegel, Building and Zoning     
                          Ordinance Official 

      
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Ackerman to approve the June 10, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting and the 
Regular Board minutes as presented. Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for June 2024 showing a total fund balance of 
$2,101,715.94.  Motion by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the payment of bills for June 2024 totaling $181,003.52 
and payroll totaling $37,070.1.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: No July meeting.  No action was taken. 
 



Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Sheriff’s report for May 2024 was presented at the meeting.  No action was taken.   
 
 
Old Business: None 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Zachary Vaughn from Cornerstone Alliance was present to discuss the Vail Rubber Works, Inc. 
application for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate.  Vail plans to add 70,000 sq. ft. to 
their Glenlord Road facility which is a 17-million-dollar project.  Vail has applied for a 12-year tax 
abatement.  The company would like to be out of their St. Joe City facility by November 2025.   
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the Resolution to Approve an Industrial Facilities Tax 
Exemption for Vail Rubber Works, Inc.  Seconded by Ackerman.  Roll call was taken. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented a Purchase Development Rights (PDR) Program 2024 application for Gerald 
Jasper for 92 acres on the St. Joseph River.   
Motion by Bernard to approve the Purchase Development Rights Program 2024 
application from Gerald Jasper for 92 acres of parcel number 11-17-0034-0003-00-5.  
Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly and Riegel present the MSHDA Housing Readiness Incentive Grant. 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve applying for the Michigan State Housing Development 
Authority Housing Readiness Incentive Grant.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
Chris Quattrin, Berrien County Drain Commissioner, was on hand to discuss The Rolling Prairie 
drain system.  Residents of the Rolling Prairie subdivision had petitioned the drain 
commissioner’s office to look into the water issues happening in the neighborhood.  Residents 
spoke about their water issues and the drainage issues their street is having.   
Motion by Marsh to approve the Resolution for Petition for Maintenance Improvement, 
and Consolidation of Drains Pursuant to Chapters 8 and 19 of the Michigan Drain Code, 
Public Act 40 of 1956, As Amended for Rolling Prairie Drain #A27.  Seconded by 
Eisenhart.  Roll call was taken. 



Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
Business From Audience: Julie Wuerfel gave county updates and Shelly Weich and Amy Byrd 
introduced herself to the board and audience. 
 
Items not on Agenda: None  
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting and stated that commercial building is 
increasing. 
 
Eisenhart (WSJOB) stated that they are close to turning on a new basin for the clarifier tanks. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Marsh at 7:59 PM.  Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
June 10, 2024  
 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Michael Eisenhart,   
                              Treasurer; Jason Ackerman, Trustee; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent: Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer Eisenhart. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation Statements for May 
2024.  No action was taken.  
 
 
Motion by Ackerman to adjourn the meeting at 3:04 pm.  Seconded by Basselman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, Ackerman 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees                            
Regular Board Meeting June 10, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular June 10, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees was 
called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Michael Eisenhart, Treasurer; Julie 
Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent: Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 

      
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard and Ackerman 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 3-0) 
 
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the May 13, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting and the 
Regular Board minutes as presented. Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard and Ackerman 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 3-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for May 2024 showing a total fund balance of 
$2,241,372.98.  Motion by Marsh to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard and Ackerman 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 3-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the payment of bills for May 2024 totaling $233,417.36 
and payroll totaling $38,031.97.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard and Ackerman 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 3-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: No June meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 



 

 

Sheriff’s report for April 2024 was submitted prior to meeting, as well as at the meeting.  Sheriff 
Heit introduced himself to the Board.  No action was taken.   
 
 
Old Business: None 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Tilly presented a 30-year Michigan Gas Utilities Franchise agreement. 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the 30-year Michigan Gas Utilities Franchise Agreement 
as presented.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard and Ackerman 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 3-0) 
 
 
Discussion by Tilly about purchasing AED units for the Township Hall.  Discussion that one 
would be good to have at the Fire Department as well. 
Motion by Marsh to approve the purchase of one AED unit for the Fire Department and 
one AED unit for the Township Hall.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard and Ackerman 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 3-0) 
 
 
 
Business from Audience: None 
 
Items not on Agenda: None  
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Eisenhart at 7:19 PM.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Eisenhart, and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent: Bernard and Ackerman 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 3-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
May 13, 2024  
 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,   
                              Treasurer; Jason Ackerman, Trustee; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager; Tony Riegel, Building and Zoning Administrator 
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer Eisenhart. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation Statements for April 
2024.  No action was taken.  
 
Riegel and Frazier presented the proposed Long and Short Term Rental program and fees to the 
board.  No action was taken. 
 
 
Motion by Basselman to adjourn the meeting at 4:12 pm.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
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Royalton Township Board of Trustees                            
Regular Board Meeting May 13, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular May 13, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees was called to order at 
7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,  

         Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent: None 
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 

      
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the agenda with Old Business #3 removed.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the April 8, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting and the Regular Board minutes 
as presented. Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for April 2024 showing a total fund balance of $2,201,215.91.  Motion 
by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the payment of bills for April 2024 totaling $426,075.31 and payroll totaling 
$38,945.71.  Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: Minutes presented at meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Sheriff’s report for March 2024 was submitted prior to meeting, as well as at the meeting.  Sheriff Heit introduced 
himself to the Board.  No action was taken.   
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Old Business: None 
 
The Road Millage Renewal approved in April had a few errors in the language that has been corrected and 
resubmitted to the County to be placed on the August ballot.   
Motion by Bernard to approve the Road Millage Renewal Resolution as presented and to submit to the 
County in place of the one approved last month.  Seconded by Eisenhart.  Roll call was taken. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented the RESOLUTION TO ADOPT AN ORDINACE TO IMPOSE A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON 
THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS, LICENSES, OR APPROVALS FOR, OR FOR ANY CONSTRUCTION OF, 
UTILITY-GRADE SOLAR ENGERGY FACILITIES AND TO PETITION PLANNING COMMISSION TO INITIATE 
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS that was approved in January 2024 and put in place a 6-month moratorium 
which runs out in June 2024. 
Motion by Ackerman to approve Utility Grade Solar Moratorium Extension for 6 more months as presented.  
Seconded by Marsh.  Roll call was taken. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Tilly presented the application from the Berrien County Sportsman’s Club for Outdoor Assembly for the Compton 
Traditional Bowhunters Archery Shoot on June 13 – 16, 2024.  This event is held annually.   
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the Sportsman’s Club Outdoor Assembly application for the Compton 
Traditional Bowhunters Archery Shoot for June 13 – 16, 2024.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented five people that need to be reappointed to their respective boards with Board approval. 
Motion by Bernard to reappoint Bob Basselman and Jim Soteriou to the Southwest Water Authority Board 
for a 3-year term, Mike Eisenhart and Steve Tilly to the Fire Board for a 6-year term, and Steve Tilly to the 
Medic I Board for a 1-year term.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
Tilly presented the proposed rental fees for proposed Short and Long Term rentals. 
Motion by Marsh to approve the Short and Long Term Rental fees as presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
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Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented the proposed 2024-2025 budget adjustments to the board. 
Motion by Marsh to approve the 2024-2025 budget adjustments as presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
Tilly presented the General Operating Fund 2024-2025 Proposed Budget for the Southwest Michigan Regional 
Sanity Sewer & Water Authority.  
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the Southwest Michigan Regional Sanitary Sewer & Water Authority 2024-
2025 Budget as presented.  Seconded by Ackerman.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented a quote from Gasvoda to upgrade the Mandiberry Ln. LS Chopper.  Tilly stated that the current lift 
station is not large enough to handle the flow and should be upgraded to match the other lift stations.  
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the purchase of the lift station upgrade for Mandiberry Ln. as presented in 
the Gasvoda & Associates, Inc. proposal.  Seconded by Ackerman.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented a proposal from Wightman for design engineering services for proposed water main extensions.  
The three public water main extensions are Dickinson Road from Mandiberry Lane toward M-139, Maiden Lane to 
complete a loop off of Niles Road to Stonegate Park and Tanglewood Trail west to serve four new customers. 
Motion by Ackerman to approve the initial engineering of two of the three proposed projects: Maiden Lane 
and Tanglewood Trail as proposed by Wightman. Seconded by Marsh.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the Resolution to Appoint Ordinance Officer to appoint James Jonatzke as 
an Authorized Local Official and Ordinance Enforcement Officer as stated in resolution.  Seconded by 
Ackerman.  Roll call was taken. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
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Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Ackerman to allow Tilly to look into a concealed weapons policy for the Township.  Seconded by 
Eisenhart.   
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
 
Business from Audience: Julie Wuerfel was in attendance to give County updates. 
 
Items not on Agenda:   
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve a 2% raise for Knight and Knapp.  Seconded by Bernard.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Eisenhart (Fire Board) stated that the department is getting new battery packs. 
 
Tilly (Water Authority) stated that they worked on the budget as was submitted to this board tonight. 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Bernard at 7:41 PM.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
 



Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
April 14, 2025  
 
 
Members Present: Michael Eisenhart, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Jason 
Ackerman,   
                              Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager; Tony Riegel, Zoning/Building 
Administrator; Shane  
                          Soteriou, Maintenance Supervisor 
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer 
Ackerman. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation 
Statements for March 2025.  No action was taken.  
 
Motion by Eisenhart to adjourn the meeting at 3:29 pm.  Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman, Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Bernard 
Clerk 
 



Royalton Township Board of Trustees                            
Regular Board Meeting April 14, 2025 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular April 14, 2025 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees was 
called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Michel Eisenhart. 
 
Members Present: Michael Eisenhart, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Jay  
                              Ackerman, Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 
 

Motion by Ackerman to approve the agenda with “#5. Rose Street Advisors” added.  
Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Motion by Ackerman to approve the March 10, 2025 Executive Committee Meeting and 
Regular Board minutes as presented. Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
   
Ackerman presented the Treasurer’s Report for March 2025 showing a total fund balance of 
$2,727,385.20.  Motion by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  
Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Motion by Bernard to approve the payment of bills for March 2025 totaling $92,909.45, tax 
disbursements totaling $100,975.14 and payroll totaling $42,650.76.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: Still reviewing sign ordinance, will begin on Future Land Use Map 
and Master Plan when the ordinance has been completed.  No action was taken. 





Library Report: Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Sheriff’s Report: February report presented at meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
 
Old Business: Carlisle Ridge Drain #1 
 
Daryl Veldman and Drain Commissioner George McManus were in attendance to discuss the 
Carlisle Ridge Drain #1.  Motion by Marsh to approve the Resolution for Petition for 
Maintenance, Improvement and Extension of a Drain Pursuant to Chapter 8 of the 
Michigan Drain Code, Public Act 40 of 1956, as Amended for Carlisle Ridge Drain #1 as 
presented.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Roll call was taken. 
Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the Petition for Maintenance, Improvement and Extension of 
a Drain Pursuant to Chapter 8 of the Michigan Drain Code, Public Act 40 of 1956, as 
Amended for Carlisle Ridge Drain #1 as presented.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Ryan Postema from Chikaming Open Lands was on hand to talk to the board about Land 
Conservation Plans in Berrien County.  No action was taken. 
 
 
Tilly presented the 2025-2026 Southwest Michigan Regional Sanitary Sewer and Water 
Authority proposed budget. 
Motion by Bernard to approve the Southwest Michigan Regional Sanitary Sewer and 
Water Authority 2025-2026 proposed budget as presented.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented a proposal from Ferguson Waterworks for a Home Replacement Pump for a lift 
station that is failing.  If the current pump cannot be rebuilt the sewer department would need to 
purchase a new one.   
Motion by Marsh to approve the purchase of the Homa Replacement Pump from 
Ferguson Waterworks for $30,900.00 as presented subject to the rebuild of the old pump 
not working. Seconded by Bernard. 



Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Bids were submitted to the Township for 3 items that were listed online for sale.  The winning 
bids were as follows: 
 
2008 F250 Truck $2,200. 
 
72” Toro Mower $2,675. 
 
Kubota ZD21 $2,121. 
 
 
Stephanie Green from Rose Street Advisors presented the board with a proposal for working on 
an employee handbook for the Township. 
Motion by Marsh to hire Rose Street Advisors for up to $3,000.00 to review and work with 
the Township on a new employee handbook.  Seconded by Bernard.  
Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:       (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
 
 
Business From Audience: None 
 
Items not on Agenda: None.  No action was taken. 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting.  
 
Eisenhart (Fire Board) stated that the department came in under budget for the previous year 
and is looking into ordering infrared cameras for the firefighters to wear. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Marsh at 7:51 PM.  Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
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Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Regular Board Meeting March 11, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular March 11, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees was called to order at 
7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,  

         Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent: None 
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 

      
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the February 12, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting and the Regular Board 
minutes as presented. Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for February 2024 showing a total fund balance of $3,085,350.85  
Motion by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the payment of bills for February 2024 totaling $305,471.47, tax 
dispersements totaling $666,476.49 and payroll totaling $36,709.03.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: Minutes presented at meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Sheriff’s report for January 2024 was submitted prior to meeting, as well as at the meeting.  No action was taken.   
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Old Business: None 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Tilly presented the proposed April 1, 2024 – March 31, 2025 budget. 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the April 1, 2024 – March 31, 2025 budget as presented.  Seconded by 
Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented the proposed amended 2023-2024 budget. 
Motion by Bernard to approve the April 1, 2023 – March 31, 2024 amended budget as presented.  Seconded 
by Marsh.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the presented Floodplain Ordinance at their February 4, 2024 
meeting.  This ordinance Floodplain authority and regulations to building and property maintenance. 
Motion by Ackerman to approve the Floodplain Ordinance as presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart.  Roll call 
was taken.    
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the presented Floodplain Zoning Ordinance at their February 
4, 2024 meeting.  This ordinance would repeal and replace, Chapter 15, Floodplain Overlay. 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the Floodplain Zoning Ordinance as presented.  Seconded by Ackerman.  
Roll call was taken.   
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented a proposed Article 16: Noise Ordinance. 
Motion by Bernard to approve Article 16: Noise Ordinance as presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart.  Roll call 
was taken.   
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
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Tilly presented a Resolution Adopting Third Extension to 2009 Water Service Agreement with the City of St. 
Joseph, that would extend the current May 1, 2024, expire date to May 1, 2029. 
Motion by Bernard to approve the Resolution Adopting Third Extension to 2009 Water Service Agreement 
with the City of St. Joseph as presented.  Seconded by Marsh.  Roll call was taken.   
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly has been gathering information on trash service agreements and has asked the board if they would like him to 
continue that and work on putting together a Trash Service Ordinance.  He stated that this would help eliminate the 
amount of trash trucks on our roads. 
Motion by Marsh to authorize Tilly to work on writing a Trash Service Ordinance.  Seconded by Bernard.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
 
 
Business from Audience: Royalton Township resident present asked questions about the Noise Ordinance on its 
own and in regards to the rental aspect of it, and spoke in favor of a Township wide Trash Service. 
 
Items not on Agenda:  None 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Eisenhart (Fire Board) stated that they have re-bid out the fire truck and have received another bid that is 
considerably lower than the first, but are also waiting on two more to be returned. 
 
Tilly (Water Authority) stated that “Pot-Holing” of the three Townships that make up the Water Authority will need to 
begin soon.  This requires picking 380 sites divided up amongst the three municipalities that will need to be dug at 
to check for lead and galvanized pipes.  Royalton will have less than 10 sites because the majority of its pipes were 
put in after the year this required inspection ends at. 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Eisenhart at 7:33 PM.  Seconded by Marsh.    
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 



 

 

Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
February 12, 2024  
 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,   
                              Treasurer; Jason Ackerman, Trustee; Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Members Absent:  
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer Eisenhart. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation Statements for January 
2024.  No action was taken. 
 
 
Motion by Basselman to adjourn the meeting at 3:44 pm.  Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman, Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:  
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
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Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Regular Board Meeting February 12, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular February 12, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees was called to order 
at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,  

         Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent: None 
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 

      
 
Motion by Marsh to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Ackerman to approve the January 8, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting and the Regular Board 
minutes as presented. Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for January 2024 showing a total fund balance of $2,742,296.76.  
Motion by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Bernard to approve the payment of bills for January 2024 totaling $501,821.92, tax 
dispersements totaling $858,573.02 and payroll totaling $37,746.06.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: Minutes presented at meeting.  The commission reviewed the Utility Scale Solar 
Ordinance.  No action was taken. 
 
Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Sheriff’s report for December 2023 was submitted prior to meeting, as well as at the meeting.  No action was taken.   
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Old Business: None 
 
 
New Business: 
 
A resolution was presented from the Township assessor that would set the suggested July and December 2024 
Board of Review dates. 
Motion by Eisenhart to set the Board of Review dates as presented and adopt the resolution.  Seconded by 
Marsh.  Roll call was taken. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
A resolution from the Township assessor was presented with updated Poverty Exemption Guide Lines. 
Motion by Eisenhart to adopt the resolution with the Poverty Exemption Guide Lines as presented.  
Seconded by Bernard.  Roll call was taken. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
Tilly presented the assessor’s contract that is up for renewal.   
Motion by Bernard to approve Assessor’s Contract with Shalice Northrop (Northrop Assessing, Inc.) as 
presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented a proposal from the assessor for Pivot Point Field App Solution.  This allows for information to be 
entered into the system while out in the field. 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the purchase of Pivot Point Field App Solution.  Seconded by Marsh.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly stated that our contract is up with the current auditing firm of Kruggel Lawton CPAs, but they will allow us to 
contract with them for one more year at the current price so that the Township can send out RFP’s this summer to 
get a new contract in place for next year. 
Motion by Ackerman to approve Kruggel Lawton CPAs as our Township auditors for one more year.  
Seconded by Marsh.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
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Tilly stated that the Township Road Millage will end in December. 
Motion by Eisenhart to authorize Tilly to work on rewriting the Road Millage Renewal for the November 
2024 election.  Seconded by Marsh.  
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
 
Business from Audience: George McManus introduced himself as a candidate for the Berrien County Drain 
Commission Seat.  
 
Items not on Agenda:  None 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Eisenhart (WSJOB) stated that the 5-Year Maintenance agreement on the water lines is up for renewal with the 
City of St. Joseph and will be on the next meeting’s agenda. 
 
Basselman (Fire Board) stated that the Fire Department received the pumper truck quote and will be reviewing it 
and submitting the current specs to three other companies for quotes for a total of four bids.  They will also look into 
limiting options on the truck specs as well. 
 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Bernard at 7:18 PM.  Seconded by Eisenhart.    
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 



Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee Meeting 
Royalton Township Hall 
January 8, 2024 

 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,   
                              Treasurer; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent: Julie Marsh, Trustee 
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager, Tony Riegel, Building/Official Zoning Administrator 
 
 
The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order at 2:00 P.M. by Treasurer Eisenhart. 
 
Reviewed the Royalton Township-United Federal Credit Union Reconciliation Statements for 
December 2023.  No action was taken. 
 
 
Motion by Basselman to adjourn the meeting at 3:43 pm.  Seconded by Bernard. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman 
Nays: 
Absent: Marsh 
Abstain:      (Motion carried 4-0) 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 
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Royalton Township Board of Trustees 
Regular Board Meeting January 8, 2024 
Royalton Township Hall 
 
 
The regular January 8, 2024 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees was called to order at 
7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman. 
 
Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael Eisenhart,  

         Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee 
Members Absent: None 
Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager 

      
 
Motion by Bernard to approve the agenda as presented.  Seconded by Eisenhart. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Ackerman to approve the December 11, 2023 Executive Committee Meeting and the Regular 
Board minutes as presented. Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
   
Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for December 2023 showing a total fund balance of $2,639,415.70.  
Motion by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Seconded by Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the payment of bills and tax dispersements for December 2023 totaling 
$330,166.24 and payroll totaling $48,690.32.  Seconded by Marsh. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Planning Commission Report: Minutes presented at meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Library Report:  Presented at the meeting.  No action was taken. 
 
Sheriff’s report for November 2023 was submitted prior to meeting, as well as at the meeting.  No action was taken.   
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Old Business: Solar Ordinance 
 
The Planning Commission voted to approve the Solar Ordinance as presented and made a recommendation to the 
board to approve the ordinance.   
Motion by Eisenhart to approve the Solar Ordinance as presented.  Seconded by Bernard.  Roll call was 
taken. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Meeting was closed at 7:10 PM by Supervisor Basselman and the Public Hearing for Utility Solar was opened.  A  
6-month moratorium on utility scale solar projects is presented so that a complete solar ordinance can be 
completed that incorporates the new State guidelines regarding solar energy.  No one in the audience spoke for or 
against this. 
Motion by Eisenhart to close the public hearing at 7:12 PM and to re-open the meeting.  Seconded by 
Ackerman. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Motion by Eisenhart to approve a 6-month moratorium on Utility Grade Solar projects.  Seconded by 
Marsh.  Roll call was taken. 
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
 
Tilly presented the final invoice from St. Joseph Charter Township for the 2022 Hollywood Road Water Main 
Project for $144,692.37.   
Motion by Marsh to approve the final payment of $144,692.37 to St. Joseph Charter Township for the 2022 
Hollywood Road Water Main Project.  Seconded by Ackerman.    
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
 
Tilly presented a resolution that would appoint Tony Riegel to the official role of Ordinance Enforcement Officer.   
Motion by Eisenhart to appoint Tony Riegel to Ordinance Enforcement Officer.  Seconded by Ackerman.  
Roll call was taken.   
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
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Business from Audience: A resident spoke about ordinance enforcement and asked about the steps involved.  
 
Items not on Agenda:  None 
 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Eisenhart (WSJOB) stated that the new water clarifiers were going to be installed soon at the water treatment plant.  
 
Basselman (Fire Board) stated that the Fire Department is working on new truck specifications. 
 
Tilly (Water Authority) stated that at the last meeting bills were paid. 
 
Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Ackerman at 7:22 PM.  Seconded by Marsh.    
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh 
Nays: 
Absent:   
Abstain:      (Motion carried 5-0) 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rachel Bernard, Clerk 




