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Royalton Township Zoning Board of Appeals
Special Meeting
June 25, 2025

Chair Ed Kretchman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call:
Present: E. Kretchman, W. Ittermann, J. Marsh, J. Kurtz

Others Present: T. Riegel, Building Official
S. Tilly, Township Manager
K. Ackerman, Recording Secretary
K. Eldridge, Building Administrative Assistant

Approval of Minutes from June 24, 2025 Zoning Board of Appeals Special
Organization Meeting. Marsh made a motion to approve the minutes.
Ittermann seconded. All Ayes, No Nays. Motion carries.

Approval of Agenda for June 25, 2025 Special Meeting. Ittermann made a motion to
Approve the Agenda. Marsh seconded. All Ayes, No Nays. Motion carries.

Comments from the Public/Correspondence: Ittermann read Public Notice.

Public Hearing: Kretchman stated the process for the hearing. Each side will be
allowed 10 minutes to present. Starting with legal representation for
Mr. Bell who made application to appeal the Royalton Townships
Planning Commission approval decision. Each side may reserve some
of that time for rebuttal.
Three minutes will be allowed to each person speaking from the
general public.

The Zoning Board meeting was closed at 7:08 p.m. and opened to the Public Hearing.

A. Jordan Florian, attorney representing the Bear Lake community,
discussed several issues regarding the appeal to the Planning Commission’s
approval for Great Lakes Wrestling. Sighting Chapter 23 of the Zoning
Ordinance, Section 23.04 — Standards for Review, Items A — H must be
satisfied for approval of Special Use Permit.

B. Lisa Altman, owner of the property site, discussed the delay in response to
inquiries regarding approval and the additional costs due to these delays.
Ms. Altman provided a timeline breakdown from her initial meeting,
request for permits, and stated she has met the Planning Commissions
requirements and addressing the following topics: property entrance, berm,
signage, drainage discharge, zoning map, and Bear Lake Neighborhood.



C. The following individuals spoke in support of the Great Lakes Wrestling
facility. There is nothing like this available to youths outside of the
Lakeshore, St. Joseph school District and you must attend those schools to
participate. GLW will provide a safe place for girls wrestling which is
growing in popularity at a fast rate. Hours of businesses shouldn’t interfere
with school and business hour traffic, since this is a facility for school
aged members.

Mark Williams - 2238 Old Lakeshore Dr.
Katie Brown-Bush — 2250 Brown School Rd.
Jason LeClear — 1491 Blackhawk Trail

C. The following residents of the Bear Lake community voiced concern for
traffic on Niles Avenue, traffic within the community and negative impacts
to property values, traffic safety and emergency services.

Aaron Bell — 3770 Derry Dr.
Amy Klein - 3791 Derry Dr.
Henry Lyon - 3867 Derry

Darin Mentink - 3746 Derry Dr.
Darlene Getz - 3867 Derry Dr.

D. A five minute recess was called by Chairman Kretchman at 7:55 p.m.

E. The ZBA Board tabled the decision to review and address
all Items. A motion was made by Kretchman to schedule an
additional meeting with the ZBA for a decision on this appeal.
Motion seconded by Ittermann. All Ayes, No Nays. Motion Carries
H. The public hearing was ended at 7:57 p.m.

Unfinished Business: None

Reports: None

Adjournment:

A. Marsh made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.
Seconded by Ittermann. All Ayes, No Nays. Motion carries.

Respectfully submitted,
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