Royalton Township Board of Trustees
Regular Board Meeting January 13, 2025
Royalton Township Hall

The regular January 13, 2025 meeting of the Royalton Township Board of Trustees was
called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Supervisor Robert Basselman.

Members Present: Robert Basselman, Supervisor; Rachel Bernard, Clerk; Michael
Eisenhart, Treasurer; Julie Marsh, Trustee; Jason Ackerman, Trustee

Members Absent:

Others Present: Steve Tilly, Township Manager

Motion by Ackerman to approve the agenda as presented. Seconded by Eisenhart.
Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)

Motion by Marsh to approve the December 9, 2024 Executive Committee Meeting and
Regular Board minutes as presented. Seconded by Ackerman.

Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)

Eisenhart presented the Treasurer’s Report for December 2024 showing a total fund balance of
$2,175,032.28. Motion by Bernard to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.
Seconded by Marsh.

Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)

Motion by Eisenhart to approve the payment of bills for December 2024 totaling
$143,534.68, tax disbursements totaling $201,887.11 and payroll totaling $37,689.46.
Seconded by Bernard.

Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)

Planning Commission Report: Gas station review. No action was taken.

Library Report: Presented at the meeting. No action was taken.



Sheriff's Report: N/A. No action was taken.

Old Business: None

New Business:

Residents from Courtney Drive were in attendance and were questioning the board about a tax
assessment from the County Drain Commission. Tilly stated that he will be meeting with the
new Drain Commissioner, that just took office the 1 of the year, next week and he will go
through the documents with him and find out for the residents the answers to their questions.

Motion by Eisenhart to approve the Conduct of School Districts Elections as presented
for Berrien Regional Education Service Agency, Berrien Springs Public School District,
Lake Michigan College, Lakeshore Public School District and St. Joseph Public Schools
School District. Seconded by Ackerman.

Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)

Motion by Eisenhart to approve the Southwest Michigan Regional Chamber invoice for
$300.00. Seconded by Bernard.

Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)

The Township received a $50,000 grant to use towards updating the Master Plan.
Motion by Marsh to approve and accept the Master Planning Service proposal from
Aligned Planning for $35,250 as presented. Seconded by Bernard.

Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)

Motion by Eisenhart to approve a $3,500.00 contribution for 2025 to Cornerstone
Alliance. Seconded by Marsh.

Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)



Motion by Eisenhart to create a Maintenance Supervisor position for the Township and
recommends appointing Shane Soteriou to that position at a rate of pay that is
consistent with the surrounding municipalities. Seconded by Ackerman.

Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)

Business From Audience: Resident inquiring about ordinance violation posting.

Items not on Agenda: Tilly recommends the purchase of a 2024 Ford F250 SC for $60,270.00
from Fox Motors to replace the 2008 Township truck with transmission issues.

Motion by Eisenhart to approve the purchase of a 2024 Ford F250 SC for $60,270.00 from
Fox Motors. Seconded by Ackerman.

Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:

Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)

Committee Reports:

Riegel (Building report) was submitted prior to meeting.

Fire Board is waiting for recommendations from the department for emergency lighting.
Motion to adjourn by Eisenhart at 7:49 PM. Seconded by Bernard.

Ayes: Basselman, Bernard, Eisenhart, Ackerman and Marsh

Nays:

Absent:
Abstain: (Motion carried 5-0)

Respectfully Submitted,

Rachel Bernard, Clerk



